Leica D system

The system camera for individualists
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Digital photography with a system benefit the new
Leica D system offers ambitious amateurs and professional photog-
raphers unique new options. As the first digital compact camera,
the previous model already handled like a classic analog model. The
LEICA DIGILUX 3 is now consistently proceeding with this success-
ful concept and opening up new options at the same time. It is the
first Digilux camera with an interchangeable lens and thus forms
the basis for the Leica D system, an entirely independent digital
single-lens reflex system. The clear-cut lines of the housing and the
operating concept of the Digilux 3 are consistent with the best Leica
tradition has to offer. This means shutter speed, focal length, aper-
ture and focus can be set manually on the camera and the lens -
fast, precise and creative handling in comparison with conventional
digital single-lens reflex cameras. Virtually revolutionary is the inter-
action between the outstanding imaging performance typical of
Leica and state-of-the-art technology : first-class image quality is
achieved thanks to the newly developed lens LEICA D VARIO-ELMARIT
14-50 mm f/2.8-3.5 ASPH. in combination with the latest optical
image stabilization and the 7.5 megapixel Live-MOS sensor. High-
quality, precision-crafted materials ensure that the LEICA DIGILUX 3
will function reliably in the long term, particularly also including

in the demanding photojournalism sector. The Leica D system will
prove a valuable companion over the years.



LEICA DIGILUX 3 - a tool for creative photographers

__ Classic yet innovative

Leica stands for photographic tools that
concentrate on the essentials and allow
creative users to record their unique
view of the world. The LEICA DIGILUX 3
consistently combines the latest digital
technology with these traditional values :
top image quality, intuitive handling and
appealing classic design.

_ Everything in sight

The LEICA DIGILUX 3 shows everything -
when looking through the optical view-
finder or with the help of Realtime Pre-
view. It simultaneously allows the user
to evaluate the complete scene in the
display. The autofocus and image pro-
cessing/storage of the LEICA DIGILUX 3
are not only very fast and but also
extremely precise. So you won‘t miss
important moments in life ever again -
they can be viewed on the high-resolution
2.5" display in full brilliance.

____Open to the future

The LEICA DIGILUX 3 is equipped with

a bayonet to the Four Thirds standard,
the open standard for digital single-lens
reflex cameras. Along with the camera
the first-class lens LEICA D VARIO-
ELMARIT 14-50 mm f/2.8-3.5 ASPH.
forms the high-caliber basis of the

Leica D system that will be supplemented
by other interesting lenses in future.
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The culmination of our findings : Leica D lenses

The high demands of impassioned perfectionists and technical un-
derstanding that has been consistently developed for over a century
result at Leica in the lenses that make the brand so legendary. The
precision and quality of Leica lenses repeatedly set new standards,
fascinating photographers all over the world. The many years of
experience in the development and manufacture of Leica M and R
lenses has now been incorporated in the new Leica D system. Once
again the objectives are optimum user-friendliness, maximum sharp-
ness and richness of contrast even at open aperture, uniform rich
and neutral color reproduction. Unique optical coordination, a max-
imum of skills and expertise as well as a complex production pro-
cess make this working philosophy reality. Leica D lenses also bene-
fit from the latest technology. The autofocus is very fast and highly
precise. Virtually revolutionary is the incorporation of an optical
image stabilizer (O.1.S.), which can be switched on if wished to reli-
ably prevent picture shake.
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____The “analog” digital lens

The LEICA D VARIO-ELMARIT 14-50 mm
f/2.8-3.5 ASPH. consists of 16 elements
in 12 groups, including two aspherical
lenses. This digital lens offers character-
istics for which Leica‘s analog inter-
changeable lenses have already received
multiple awards : minute details and nu-
ances are reproduced clearly, and even
with very short focal lengths distortion
and vignetting are minimal. Realistic
color reproduction, in particular also for
skin tones, ensures harmonious natural
images. With the LEICA D VARIO-ELMARIT
14-50 mm f/2.8-3.5 ASPH. and its wide
aperture number of f/2.8 and attractive
focal length range of 28-100 mm (equiva-
lent to 35 mm format) the scope for
creativity is virtually unlimited.

___Razor-sharp images

A true premiere : For the first time
Leica is offering an interchangeable lens
combining first-class optical imaging
performance with the latest optical
image stabilization. It‘s in your hands : If
you want to avoid picture shake, you can
switch on the image stabilizer (O.1.S.)

at any time. It is incorporated in the
lens, prevents blurred images and offers
reliability in all situations - at twilight,
indoors or in the zoom range. You can
always rely on the image stabilizer even
when using a tripod.

__ Familiar handling

The LEICA DIGILUX 3 has many features
that are very familiar to users from
Leica‘s analog cameras and have proved
their worth time and time again. The
aperture, focal length and focusing are
adjusted at the lens as usual. The Leica D
system stands for familiar handling com-
bined with innovative technology, thus
clearly distancing itself from the mass
of single-lens reflex cameras.



Benefits of Leica D system

Leica lens The imaging performance of Leica‘s world-
famous lenses has always set standards in photography.
The D system combines this performance with the latest
technology such as image stabilization and fast precise
autofocus. The Leica D lens offers superb contrast char-
acteristics up to the 2.8 open aperture setting. The values
for distortion, color errors and vignetting are minimal into
the wide angle range. One impressive feature essential

to creative photography is the low depth of field at open
aperture. All these capabilities make the LEICA D VARIO-
ELMARIT a top-class photographic tool for universal usage.

The LEICA D VARIO-ELMARIT 14-50 mm
f/2.8-3.5 ASPH. consists of 16 elements in 12
groups, including two large-diameter aspherical
lenses. To prevent light reflections in critical
situations such as shooting into the light, all
lenses are provided with multicoating. Thanks to
advantageous internal focusing, the lens offers
an entirely uniform length in all focus settings.
The focal length of 14-50 mm is equiva-lent to
28-100 mm in the 35 mm system. With such fea-
tures you are well equipped for many applications
of photography - whether portraits or expansive
landscape shots. The close-up limit is 29 cm over
the entire focal length range. This allows you to
take pictures with magnification of up to 0.32 x
(equivalent to 35 mm system).
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Image stabilization The LEICA D VARIO-ELMARIT is the first Leica interchan-
geable lens to feature integrated image stabilization technology MEGA O.1.S. A
e . slip of the hand is often the reason for blurred or shakey pictures. MEGA O.1.S.
"y rane compensates for these natural movements, thus helping you to take sharply
focused and brilliant images. In line with the increased requirements in SLR
photography, the Leica D lens has its own integrated image processor. With
this technological module the data delivered by the movement detector 4000
times a second can be utilized for the effective reduction of blur due to shake.
The image stabilization system offers 2 different modes : mode 1 also activates
image stabilization with image preview (both in the viewfinder as well as on the
LCD monitor), thus enabling shake-free composition. In mode 2 image stabiliza-
tion is only activated when the shot itself is taken, thus operating with maximum
performance capability. You can decide at any time which mode you want to use
in what situation.

T e

Signal-to-noise ratio Individual processing of chrominance and luminance noise means
that the problem of picture noise becomes a thing of the past with digital cameras. The
Digilux 3 cuts down on luminance noise, which mainly occurs in the shadows of a picture,
with efficient noise reduction. The Digilux 3 is equipped with a filter which filters out
color noise and processes it separately. In addition, the image signal processor minimizes
lens errors such as color fringing and distortion - with impressive results, reaching right
into the corners of pictures.




Image signal processor During development the new image signal processor

was specially matched to the superb imaging performance of the Leica D lens and
interaction with the new LiveMOS technology. This means it can cater for the high
requirements of SLR photography in terms of performance and picture quality. The
processor results in excellent color reproduction, maximum resolution and outstand-
ing gradation - combined with extremely fast processing times with minimum delay.
In conjunction with the energy-saving LiveMOS sensor the Digilux 3 can deliver over
450 pictures with one battery charge.

Realtime Preview Thanks to its unique Realtime Preview system
that not only shows a simple image on the monitor before the pic-

ture is taken but also permits full exposure and white balance con-
trol, the LEICA DIGILUX 3 enjoys special status among digital single-
lens reflex cameras. It offers benefits that to date were only of

advantage to compact cameras on a system-specific basis : checking
white balance or reviewing exposure compensation before picture-

taking. When composing shots at the studio or taking pictures in
situations requiring a tripod, the scene can be evaluated in a way
that until now has only been possible with large format photography.
At the touch of a button the Digilux 3 additionally allows the working
aperture to also be checked with Realtime Preview activated so the

resulting depth of field can be evaluated prior to exposure.
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Dust protection filter Dust is a major problem with digital SLR photography. Dirt
particles can easily get onto the sensor when changing lenses, often disrupting the
imaging results irreparably. The LEICA DIGILUX 3 solves this problem with sophisti-
cated technology. A filter has now been developed, positioned in front of the image
sensor between the low pass filter and shutter. Whenever the camera is switched

on, this protective filter receives an ultrasonic pulse with a vibration frequency of
30,000 Hz. This shakes off the dust particles on the protective filter. No dirt particles
can get in due to the absolutely airtight seal of the space between the sensor and
filter.




Many photographers have first discovered the enjoyment in working
with the camera and only then the world and its adventures. With
Florian Wagner it was the other way round : he discovered adven-
turing as a purpose to life and then photography as a means of im-
mortalizing such adventures. Since his first great photojournalism
projects about paragliding fans and »heli-cowboys« Florian Wagner
has repeatedly dealt with themes in which he can combine his
special photographic skill with maximum physical performance. Over
the years the photographer with a helicopter license has left his
stamp on the genre of nmovement« photography so that GEO, Stern,
National Geographic, Playboy or Siddeutsche Zeitung form part of
his regular clientele. His portfolio is rounded off by successful ad-
vertising campaigns and international shows. Whether at the studio,
in the eternal ice of Alaska or riding through the Jordanian desert,
he is always accompanied by his Leica. Before it was an M6, now it
is the Digilux 3.
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»l love working with the Mé. It is unobtrusive, and quiet while offering
superb technical quality. With the Digilux 3 Leica has now launched
a camera which combines the benefits of the M6 with maximum
technical user-friendliness. For ymovement« photography it is an
enormous advantage that | can concentrate even more on compos-
ition of the picture, the right moment and also on an experimental
translation of themes as for example here in the yCannonball Race«
right across Europe. The Digilux 3 is not just a camera, it's a partner.«
Florian Wagner
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Camera LEICA DIGILUX 3




www.leica-camera.com

In all Leica product areas the focus falls on man

and his perceptions. The range on offer is rounded
off by numerous cultural activities, photography
competitions, trips and seminars as well as technical
Customer Service. Further information is available on
the Internet or from your specialist dealer.




€273 my point of view
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